The conceptualization, design, and operation of a particular form of textual information retrieval system, including its terminological control system, is the major reference of this article. The information retrieval system, PIRETS 
[428] AMERICAN BEHAVIORAL SCIENTIST significance of a particular piece of published material to his or her needs. The documents do not stand fully in place of the original materials. They merely represent such materials.
Textual information retrieval systems are available at many institutions and through a number of interinstitutional agencies and commercial firms. The model of such systems is usually RECON. RECON (REmote CONsole) is a real-time&dquo; on-line time-shared information retrieval service. Through RECON the user has access to a large collection of up-to-date bibliographic data stored in a computer at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). The attributes of thi5 system and similar systems will be discussed later in this paper.
All information retrieval systems and services are designed to assist in the research process, but unfortunately few social scientists are acquainted with the structure. More of us are acquainted with computer operations, but in reality the computer operations are not as important to the utilization of information retrieval systems as are the hng3fistic and psychological underpinnings of an information service. At many institutions, information science-bui4t on mathematics, psychotogy, computer science, and linguistics-is becoming recognized as a discipline. It is important that social -scientists become involved in such programs so that future information systems will develop from foundations of significance to the social sciences rather than from accumulated experience alone. The problem with &dquo;accumulated experience&dquo; is that it is rarely cumulative; all of us in designing information systems fmd that we are often reinventing processes which have already been invented and in some discarded.
The need for information retrieval systems in the social sciences is both real and apparent, but, given the ability of many researchers to gather idiosyncratic research support, the need is not perceived as acute. For most of us, our information search behaviors were shaped by payoffs in the random walk [ (Martyn, 1964 LEV: 9 DEFENSE OR LEV: 9 ARMS LEV: 9 CONTROL unauthorized distribution.
